ST. ALBAN'S CHURCH 
Roxborough, Philadelphia, 


Pennsylvania 
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ST. ALBAN'S CHURCH, Roxborough, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


The congregation of this parish occupies a stone 
church building and attached parish house on a good- 
sized plot of ground at the corner of Ridge Avenue 
and Fairthorne Avenue. The entrances to the church 
and parish house are on Fairthorne Avenue, and the 


Wiisc rectory occupies the front portion of the lot. 
PH-38 The church seats 200 persons, and is in good condition. 
P.I At the time of the Study the parish house was undergoing 


some refurbishing. The undercroft of the church is 

used for church school and other parish house functions. 
The rectory is a frame, two-story residence of 

12 rooms and is reported to be in good condition, although 
needing some minor redecorating. This building 

is close to but separated from the church and 

parish by a parking area. Insurance coverage on all 
buildings is approximately 79% of reported replacement 
value. 


The history of this parish dates from 1859 and 
a complete, detailed account is to be found in the 
Church Self-Study Form on Page K-4 and 4A. 


THE CHURCH NEIGHBORHOOD 


This church is located in the City of Philadelphia 
Planning Analysis section called Roxborough-Manayunk. 
This area is the upper portion of the northwest arm 
of the city, and is a high ridge,running parallel to and 
overlooking the Schuylkill River. 


The United States Census Bureau has divided the 
entire City of Philadelphia into small geographical 
units called census tracts. These are used for the purpose 
of enumeration. St. Alban's Church is located in 
Census Tract 21-L. The population of this area increased 
from 2,428 in 1950 to 3,574 in 1960, or 47.2%. 
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Local estimates are that the growth pattern will 
continue. The Division of Research has 

arbitrarily assigned this census tract and five adjace 
tracts to be a combined "parish study area". In 
1960, the total population of this parish study area 
was 16,536. This region contained lots of children 
as may be seen on the chart below by the percentage 
of the population that was under 15 years of age. 
Except in two of the census tracts to the south and 
east of the church location, the older people in the 
area comprised less than 10%. The non-white portion 
of the population was negligible. 


nt 
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CENSUS POPULATION % % 14 % 65 % 
TRACT 1950 1960 CHANGE & UNDER & OVER NON-WHITE 
21-L 2,428 3,574 47.2 28.3 8.2 0.1 
21-K 558 1,004 79.9 32.7 9.0 0 
21-N NA 4,756 -= 28.7 9.0 L7 
21-Q 2,280 2,562 12.4 23.6 15.0 0.6 
21-R NA 4,576 -——- 2249 14.5 1.4 
21-C 51 64 25.5 2159 S.l 0 
Totals: 16,536 1.0 


In 1960, the population in the immediate vicinity 
of St. Alban's Church was more highly educated than 
in the rest of the area. The chart below gives the 
percentage of adults 25 years of age and over who had 
graduated from or attended high school and college. 
The median age of the population ranges from the low 
30's to the low 40's. 


Median Age 


Fo 


34.6 
33.21 
31.5 
40.5 
40.1 
NA 


CENSUS EDUCATION OF ADULTS 
TRACT 25 YRS. OF AGE & OVER 
% % % Over Med. 
H.S. College College 25 Edc. M. 
Grad. 1-3 Yrs. Grad. 
21-L 35.4 7.2 Tal DL 12.0 32.8 
21-K 27.0 2.6 Died 586 10,3 32.6 
21-N 16.5 2.5 2.8 2,708 9.2 30.4 
21-0 26.9 642 2.9 1,692 10.4 36.2 
21-R 21.9 Tel 5.6 3,012 10.2 37.8 
21-C NA NA NA NA NA NA 
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From 1955 to 1960 the area around St. Alban's 
Church had the greatest percentage Of families that moved. \ 
Approximately 50% changed their residence during this 
time, and because the area was increasing in population 
it is fair to assume that these families moved into 
the area rather than out. The median family income 
ranged from $6,100.00 to $7,100.00, which is fairly 
moderate. 


CENSUS NON-WHITE POPULATION % MEDIAN RESIDENCE 1960 

TRACT 1950 1960 CHANGE FAMILY SAME AS 1955 
INCOME PERCENT 

21-L 3 5 66.7 $7,106 50.6 

21-K 0 (0) ---- 7,167 62.9 

21-N NA 82 ---- 6,124 76.0 

21-09 16 15 -6.3 6,760 69.9 

21-R NA 64 ---- 6,634 71.4 

21-C 0 0 ---- NA 62.5 

Total: 166 


At the time of the Diocesan Study there were 704 
identifiable Episcopalians living in the six census tracts 
of the parish study area. This number is 4.3% of the 1960 
population, a figure that is above the 3.2% diocesan 
average and the 1.8% for the Episcopal Church nationally. 


Of these 704 Episcopalians, 237, or 33.7%, look 
to St. Alban's Church for spiritual ministry. This number 
is 49.8% of the mapped membership of the congregation. 
Since more than 50% of the membership lives outside of 
the parish area St. Alban's cannot be classified as 
a neighborhood church. 


CENSUS TOTAL TOTAL % OF TOTAL % % 
TRACT POP. EPIS. POP. PARISH EPIS. PARISH 
EPIS. MEMB. MEMB. MEMB. 

21-L 3,574 175 4.9 73 E Py 15.2 
21-K 1,004 44 4.4 16 36.4 3.4 
21-N 4,756 136 2.9 50 36.8 10.5 
21-0 2,562 100 3.9 22 2250 4.6 
21-R 4,576 190 2.2 51 26.8 10.8 
21-C 64 59 92.2 25 42.4 5.3 


Totals: 16,536 704 4.3 237 33.7 49.8 
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Located within the church neighborhood are 
to be found two public grade schools, two public 
high schools, one parochial nursery school, and 
two parochial grade schools. In addition, there 
are 10 religious congregations in the area, three 
of them being Methodists, and two Roman Catholic. 
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THE CHURCH PROGRAM 


Since portions of the church program are discussed 
at some length at the end of this report, the following 
will be brief. 


A total of approximately 26% of the reported baptized 
membership is present for all services on an average 
Sunday at St. Alban's. This compares with the 45% to 50% 
in most Episcopal churches across the country. 


No summary was given of the participation by 
adults in the program of the church, although four 
organizations for women were listed. It is reported 
that there are no organizations for men. 


The church school provides classes for all ages. 
The highest total classroom attendance on an average 
Sunday has been 59% of the enrollees. The lowest 
attendance has been 33%. There is no local teacher- 
training program for the one male and 12 female 
teachers, and they are encouraged to attend a local 
interdenominational leadership school. 


Confirmation instruction is a maximum 15 hours 
for children and 18 hours for adults. The rest of 
the adult education program of the parish consists 
of a Bible Class with 10 members and one 
Vestry Conference. 


Parish leaders are to be encouraged to read the Church 
Self-Study Form in its entirety, and for this purpose, 
the entire report is reproduced following this discussion. 
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I. 


II. 


GENERAL DIVISION OF RESEARCH AND FIELD STUDY 
Episcopal Church Center 
815 Second Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10017 


Date oz /BA 
CHURCH SELF-STUDY FORM 
IDENTIFICATION Church The Church of St. Alban 


Street 0769 Ridre Avenue 


City Philedelphin 
Diocese Ponnsylvonia 


Parish or Mission Perish State Pennsylvania 19128 


County Philadelnhia 


What geographic area does this church serve? 21st Ward of 


Philadelnhin (Toxboroush 


THE CHURCH NEIGHBORHOOD 
A. The church is located in a section of the city which is occupied by: 
Downtown commercial uses ^ ^ Industrial uses ____ Apartment dwellings _x_ 
Rooming houses ____ Single-home dwellings _X_ A vollege | Military 
uses ___ Other institutions 
B. If more than one type is checked above, please clarify: 
A recvidontinl aren of mix y dwell & 
C. Is the church neighborhood changing in any way? Describe: 


An increase of multiple fomily buildings. 


D. The following schools are located within the church neighborhood: 


PUBLIC GRADESCHOOLS ADDRESS 
Shamnont School Shamoent & Eve Streets 


Levering School Ride Jo 2 Mo 


PUBLIC JUNIOR AND SENIOR 
HIGH SCHOOLS 


Azricslture School 


PRIVATE OR PAROCHIAL NURSERY SCHOOLS 


ms 


St, Tinct''s Nursery School 
Pi rse 


PRIVATE OR PAROCHIAL GRADE SCHOOLS 


ADDRESS 


5712 Pidre Avenue 


PRIVATE OR PAROCHIAL JUNIOR AND SENIOR 
HIGH SCHOOLS 


pone 


JUNIOR COLLEGES AND COLLEGES 


none 
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ADDRESS 


ADDRESS 


E. The following churches are located within the church neighborhood: 


NAME OF CHURCH AND DENOMINATION 


Roman Catholic: 


Chanel of the Nativity B.V.M. 


(Ukrenien Catholic) 


Irmeculate Heart of Mary 


ethodis 


First Methodist Church 
Roxborough Raptist Church 
Eumerunl Methodist Church 


mece efor Ep 


ADDRESS 


6763 Ridre Avenue 


Cathedral Road 


Ride s 3: MATS. t 
480 Green Lene 


Ridge & Lyceum Avenues 


Gates © Silverwood Streets 

1372 Henry Avenue |... 

-920 Livesey Streot -m 

poro TU EA TRE SN HÅ re 
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III. HISTORY OF THE CONGREGATION 


Please write out a short history of this congregation. How was the 
work started? Give the important dates and events. 


Errly in the yeer 1859 e 


group of Comimiriernts of David's Church, 


livine in the vicinity of Ridge Avenue and Creus 


Menayunk 


Livesay Lone) Cesired a church in Roxborouch. As a result o 


meetings, a conrreration wes formed and called 


church." 


When actus! organization started, the grou; took 2 "TL 


Church of St. Alben" in honor of t! 


nd Fairthorne. Frederick Frirthorne donntod the 


service was held in the finished church on October 13, 1861. On January 


8, 1969, Bishop Stevens consecreted the Church of St, Alben, 
It was not until the summer of 1899 that the church became self- 


aid. This seemed to be e fittin 


A new Alter was installed end dediceted in 1929 also a new lectern 
and pulpit vere installed, replacing the one placed in service in 1899. 
In 1936 the present kitchen facilities in the Farish House were rut 
into service. This kitchen has served us well, beinr the hub of many 
dinners and recentions. 

Through the earnest efforts of our Vattis Group, which had its 
beginning in 1939, many parish improvements have been mede possible. 
Our rectory wes renovated in 1953 at a cost of 35,000, which was 
completely underwritten over a two year period. 

A Mile of Pennies program was instituted on Fourth of July 1956 


to provide for various church improvements. (One mile equals $844.80) 


er 


Yith the consistent collection of pennies, it was nossible in 1958 to 
coupletely redecorate the interior of the church. It is hoped with 
our current aceumuletion of this Fund to rebuild our organ. 

In 1958, in anticipation of our Centennial, the parish requested 
that our charter and by laws be revised to conform with present needs 
ond conditions. The permission was cranted by the Diocese and the 
proper court. Congregetionel Annual Meetings ere now held on the Third 
Monday in January. ‘Twelve men are elected to our Vestry. The new 
charter become effective January 1, 1959. 

Our oldest parish (rganization in continuous service are the Altar 
Guild end the Sewing Guild. The Young People's Fellowship end a 
Young Women's Guild are new groups. 

The St. Alban's News, a monthly publication, is prepared by our 
Young people, under adult supervision. 

The beauty of our church has been greatly enhanced by the instellation 
of a complete new lichting system in the Church end Perish House, just 
recently completed, at e cost in excess of ^5, 00. This amount will be 


fully paid within one yerr out of accumulated and current income. 


IV. 


THE LOCAL CONGREGATION 


A. 


Church properties: 


1. Describe and give location of all land owned by the congregation, 
reporting the use of each parcel, 


A plot approximately 300 ft. by 130 ft. on the corner of Ridge 


Avenue ond Frirthorne Avenue. The front portion occupied by the _ 


recto central portion vecant 
the Church and Perish House. 
2. Type of church building: Frame Brick Stone X Other 


the rear portion oceunied by 


Describe the church building, giving number of sittings; sondition 
of building; and improvements needed, with estimated cost: 


f 


ine story stone building with fellowship room in basement, Stein _ 


Glass indo: 200 sittings 320]! 


Mijon of — 


Replacement Value $ 70,000.00 amount of insurance carried $ 90,000.00 


3. Type of parish hall or house: Attached x Separated ; 
In basement of the church ; Frame Brick 


Stone x Other 
(type) 


Describe, giving the number of rooms, the condition of the building, 
and improvements needed, with the estimated cost. 


ndi 


Estimated cost “3,000, 
—————— ÓÀ————— A 


Replacement value $22,684.00 amount of insurance carried $ 15,000.00 
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B. 


Membership (secure from parish records): 


15 


Number of church families: Total number 151 
Number of individuals not in families 57 


Baptized membership Conmunicants Church School 
1951 1963 1951 1963 1951 

1950 1960 Now 1950 1960 Now 1950 1960 Now 
469 379 456 237 235 246 113 106 96 


: 5 yrs. 4 yrs. 3 yrs. er VIS. Last 
Number of babtized members ago 1959 ago1960 ago 1961 åg01962 year '63 
who were removed from the 

parish list 10 ET 13 


Number of baptized members 
who were added to the 
parish list 29 107 


Communicants added: -59- 60 61 62 ps 
By confirmation from 
Episcopal families 4 14 kår T 7 
By confirmation from 
other Churches Els 4 ECT NUR 3 
By reception from other 
Churches PT 3 x e = 
By baptism ani confirma- 
tion from no church 1 E E ? 1 
Total då cm ERE PE i) n, 
ttendance: 
Number of communicants who attended regularly last year 140 — 
Number of communicants who attended occasionally no cs 
Number who dii not atteni last year, but lived in the 
community HO lg 
Number of communicants who did not live in the community, 
but were on the parish records, not transferred 46 
How many persons attended the last annual business meeting? 30 
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V. WORSHIP 
A. List schedule of regular Sunday services, including church school: 


ATTENDANCE (Adults & Children)* 


TYPE OF SERVICE HOUR LOW AVERAGE HIGH 
Holy Communion _ : 8:30 a.m. 5 20 30 
Family Service 9:45 n.m. 15 50 75 


11:00 em 


*Use figures from Church Service hegister 


B. Weekday services: 
ATTENDANCE* 
TYPE OF SERVICE DAY AND HOUR LOW AVERAGE HIGH 


NONE  —  — — —— ———————M————————M—— 


*Use figures from the Church Service Register 


C. Special services or missions held during the average year (including Lent): 


Holy N =| Ho n 
in "a Lent 
ado A.N dnrino Le 

hi du $ 


D. Number and nature of services in which this congregation participates 
with other Episcopgl congregations. State average attendance from 
this congregation: 


Good Friday - 3 hours — Average attendance 5 ——_ 1 _ 


Corporete Comminion for Mer 


Lenten, Offering Present-tion S i 25 


o E. What experiments or adjustments have been made in changing the hours 
or the format of services? Comment on results: 


r bens h 


People pref d the former schedu! my 
inr Jr ous 1 q s sc! u 
3 E } "rec 


F. Additional information about Sunday services: 
l. Are birthdays, anniversaries, and the departed regularly remembered? Yes 
2. Is there a coffee or hospitality hour after any service? Yes, ocensionally 


3. Is baby care provided during any service? ettennted without success 


VI. CHRIS EDUCATION 


A. Church School 


l. Registration and attendance 


a. Teachers and staff 14 
b. Students 82 
Total 96 


©. Lowest total classroom attendance during the past year 21 


d. Highest total classroom attendance during the past year (except 
for Christmas and Easter) 48 


e. Are absentee cards used? Yes 


f. How many months of the year is the church school in operation? 9 


E. If teachers call on students in case of absence, or for other 


reasons, please give details. 


Usually follow-up by telephone. In case of sickness, get 


well cards. 


2. Worship schedule 


CLASS OR DEPARTMENT 
Beginners & Primery 
"Upper School" 


| 
| 
| 


DAY HOUR - DURATION 
Sundey 9:45 a.m. 15 min. 
Sunday 9:45 nm. 20 min. 
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LEADER 


Supertendent of Dent. 


Reetor 


3. Instruction schedule 
I COURSE 
CLASS REGISTRATION AGE SEX DAY HOUR DURATION MATERIAL 


344 Mix Sun. 9:45 45 min, Episcopal 


2,2 & 4th Gredes 


Sth & h 


Jr. Wich 


10 

2h. AX 

SER M- 

a Dr 

sb: Ei 

= BS UE 

MAA x BB A e A Po E E 
ni 18; 1 

Sr. Bible Class G pir 


4. List the teaching aids used, including audio-visual material. 


5. Describe the program for pre-school children. 


Pittsburg Plon Materials for font roll. 


6. Data on the teaching staff 


a. How are teachers recruited? Personal invitetion from Superintendent 


SS superintenconi 


b. Describe the way in which teachers are trained, giving the 
number of sessions, the leaders, etc. N £ l erp 


d. Summary of teachers! backgrounds 


YEARS 
AGE Number | EDUCATION Number TEACHING Number 
19 years or less 1 Grade school one 2 
20 to 29 5 Junior high two 1 
30 to Syre | Senior high 12 three ue 
l to 3 years i 
40 to 3 College four 1 
50 years or more 3 College grai. five 
Graduate study 1 6 to 1 2 
Male A | 11 to 20 3 
12 + 


Fernai: 


K-12 | 20 and over 


————————— 


—Lack of individual tescbinz areas, Inability £o recruit male teachers, — 


o 7. What problems does the church school have? 


EE A CABAS A II EROS SEE 
B. Vacation Church School 


1. When is it held? None 
2. For how long each day? _ None 
3. What type of courses are taught? None 


EEE E EE EE 672 ES rn 
4. How many children attend, usually? None 


5. How many of these children are regular pupils of this congregation's 
church school? _ None 
6. How many teachers are there? None 
C. Released Time Program - Not permitted in Phila. 
l. When are classes held? 


2. What type of courses are taught? 


———— 


3. How many of this congregation's chiliren attend? 


4. What is the relationship of the teachers to this congregation? 


lm C DL ee M — — — 


mm $$ 


5. What is the relationship of the Released Time classes to the Christian 
education program of this congregation? 


ee O in nn En 


D. Day School: If the congregation has a day school, please fill out tne 
Parochial School Report Form and submit it with tnis report. 


o None 


o E. Confirmation Instruction 

1. Children 
a. What is the usual age of confirmation? 11-13 b. How many 
instruction sessions are held? 6.9 c. How long is each session? 
1 1/4 hei. Who is the instructor? Rector œe. What material is 
used? rions 
f. What is the relationship of the confirmation class material 
to the regular church school curriculum? den aki a 
related hy reference 

2. Adults 
a. How many sessions are held? 9.9 b. How long is each session? 
11/9 hr c. Who is the instructor? Rector d. What 


material is used? Various sources, 0 2 — -LA eL 
F. Adult Education 


l. List the general adult education program in the congregation, 
including Bible classes, parents! classes, discussion groups, etc. 


NUMBER OF NUMBER OF LENGTH OF 


NAME OF GROUP MEMBERS MEETINGS MEETINGS INSTRUCTOR 
Adult Bible Class 10 40 1 hour Rector 


nal Forward Movement Booklets 


2. What Retreats, missions, Quiet Days, etc., have the members parti- 
cipated in during the last two years? Estimate the total number 
of participants. 


Q ich g with other local vestries, at Conference 


3. What leader- and participant-training programs have been held in the 
last two years, such as the Indiana Plan, Parish Life Conf2rences, 
Missions, and Institutes? Estimate the total number of participants. 


None 
AER LE nå ÁádÁáÉ—— ÉL EEE LEERE 
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G. How can the Christian education program of this congregation be st engthened? 


A 
f 
5 


VII. SUMMARY OF ORGANIZATIONS - Include, where applicable, vestry or bishop's 
committee, parish council, choirs, guilds, circles, ushers, acolytes (fo: 
men as well as boys), college work, etc. 


A. 


€ 


For 


1. 


For 


Women 


Give the total number of adult women in the congregation. 


Give the number of organizations for adult women. 4  — 
Give the total active membership of all these organizations. 
Men 

Give the total number of adult men in the congregation. 

Give the number of organizations for adult men. 0 


Give the total membership of all these organizations 


Men and Women 

Give the number of organizations for men and women. l — 

Give the total active membership of all these organizations AOS 
Girls in: grade school junior high high school 


Total number of girls 
Number of organizations 


Total active membership 


Boys in: grade school junior high high school 


Total number of boys 
Number of organizations 


Total active membership 


Youth in: grade schoo. junior high high school 
Number of organizations E E 1 
Total active membership 11 T 


Please make a separate report for each individual organization, using the 
format on the following pages 


o 


VIII. REPORT FOR INDIVIDUAL ORGANIZATION 


A. 


Name is ü } } Å 
Total active members 8 Average attendance at meetings _ 5 


Number of meetings each month 4 Day and time of meetings Day 
Why does this organization exist? 


—Xo help with Church expenses. 


nn. 


aeee 


From what group in the congregation are the members drawn? 


—From-the women of the parish | A 
Describe the worship and the educational program. 

an ode M 
Sa A 
e x a en EE A RP E CL 


Describe the other activities of the organization. 


Sponsor 1 Rumunge Sale 
+ Ronth at Garden Pasty 5. — hl 7.0 ee A 
ee Se c a UM ER ee 


What are the major opportunities and problems of this organization? 


Service to the Church - : 


tire c ation from nll parishioners. 
A A Et T SM) D 
What can be done for greater effectiveness? 


M^ Y TIL Jab 


Signed by: Mrs. Theordore A. Bechtel Title: Chairmen 
Rp——— —— SES CUM 


——————————— 
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© VIII. REPORT_FOR INDIVIDUAL ORGANIZATION 


Sewinv Guild of St, Alb 


A. Name 


Total active members 18 Average attendance at meetings 4 
Number of meetings each month 4 or 5 Day and time of meetings Tuesday 
10:30-3:00 
B. Why does this organization exist” 


Has been i 2xis £ 


C. From what group in the congregation are the members drawn? 


E. Describe the other activities of the organization. 


Altar Guild members - a f 


lad 


G. What can be done for greater effectiveness? Orders that will give 


us & profit. 


o 


Signed by: Violo L. James _________ Title: President for the past 50 yrs, 
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VIII. REPORT FOR INDIVIDUAL ORGANIZATION 


O A. Name St. Alban's Altar Guild 
| Total active members 17 Average attendance at meetings 10 


Number of meetings each month Seri AnnunPay and time of meetings 


Saturday before Palm Sun, 
B. why does this organization exist? Saturdey after Ay Saints 
ay 


To core for the elter and arrenge for ell services. To 


C. From what group in the congregation are the members drawn? 
The women of the parish. 


D. Describe the worship and the educational program. 


E. Describe the other activities of the organization. 


x 


i f 


F. What are the major opportunities and problems of this organization? 


G. What can be done for greater effectiveness? 


Nothing, at nrosent ——— 


o Signed by: _Levinia Y. Neely Title: Secretary 


VIII. REPORT FOR INDIVIDUAL ORGANIZATION 


A. Name Jr. Choir - Sr. Choir 
Jr. 11 Jr. 10 
Total active members sp, 7 Average attendance at meetings g b- 
Th. 7 
Number of meetings each month 4 Day and time of et Th. 8 


B. Why does this organization exist? 


To provid he musical portions of 


C. From what group in the congregation are the members drawn? 


alra - Church School; Sr, = adult aongregation | — —  — — —————— 


D. Describe the worship and the educational program. 


. Educational = teaching new music to choif members, 


E. Describe the other activities of the organization. 
Sr. Choir: No f 1 ivi a cl H 
Jr. Choir: is n In å 


a, 


F. What are the major opportunities and problems of this organization? 
- “Y 


1 asks 1 


G. What can be done for greater effectiveness? 
If the above problems were solved, t^e Sr 


more effectively, 


T eee 


© Ann Curry Jr. Choir Mother 
Signed by: Jone Manley _ Title: Sr, Choir President — — 
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VIII. REPORT FOR INDIVIDUAL ORGANIZATION 


A. 


Name Young People's Fellovship 


Total active members Average attendance at meetings 4 
3:2" SB E p 


Number of meetings each month 1 Day and time of meetings Sundey 
afternoon or evening 
Why does this organization exist? 


i "St, Albon's News" fik RE REIS 


From what group in the congregation are the members drawn? 


> 3 g 


Describe the worship and the educational program. 


—— —— RB MA RS E FE ESE AS A 


————————M—— 


Describe the other activities of the organization. 


Social activities — some in parish house 


EEE E uÁ— SEE ON odk rM CAM RE uet 
What are the major opportunities and problems of this organization? 


What can be done for greater effectiveness? 


¡_—_—— 


Snons bet sociel program, 


Signed by: _ Florence Nays Title: _ President 
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X. CLERGY OR LAY READERS IN CHARGE SINCE 1930 
APPROX. AGE 
AT START OF PERIOD OF 
NAME MINISTRY HERE TENURE MOVED TO: 
R N, Herbert Caley. 1930-1944 S 2 = 
R Robert U, Stetler 32 1945 - to date A A A 
SS ER BRAND Ten. Er Å NTE 
z P N EEE NE gS e A A SE 
LA AA ee A AAA 
CODE SUOMI ^ ERA A a eoo ns 
SUN BA AA SL —— rr nee > 
A. Does the present minister live in the neighborhood? Yes 
Does he give full time to this church? Yes If not, what other church( es) 
does he serve, or what other work does he do? 
A Mg SE Se ee T AU 
Pia AS ES E EA AA ee ET 
EN a weh 1 es 1050 EEE Va TE 
B. How many people from this parish have gone into full time work for the 
church within the past ten years, or are now studying for such work? None 
Please give details. 
A GM eee AE Å 
A Hs A H EURE LESEN KJØR A A A A Å ne SN 
A A A 5 u: 
C. How many licensed lay readers serve the congregation now? None 


Do any lay readers from this congregation serve other congregations? _No 


If so, which congregations? 


Er Si AO. JO PAUSON $ 398p Jo yunouvy 


(*suou 6) 
“88 018  6v'egiío  90*008*6 —IW'8LL*3 Gyv'906'l 
Ts at U avoi  SÜ'v09 Fade Ma 
— 00*066  00*ges $9*809 v0*83L 39"v30 
36*v10 00* 108 96*v03 £2?*6ló Of'6ol 
7 .60*98g'0a EL'8GG ET Oo9'e06'00 e6'109'8 66'vog*L 
£961 Toi Tima 3991 ^ ^960 == $961 — DT EE A ERSTEN 3 


vilde ir 


me Tr*808"t $ (Ayroads s18) 19490 (9) | 96*099*7 $ FOATIP puny 


tepoeds ($) TE’TSH*HK squemmopug (7)  ov*099"I $ SUOTTEZTUEFIC NOELIA 


XX ystaeg (E) vO*TLS $ sSur1egjo e3*ld (7)  1er6cutg $ se3Peld (T) 


CF 49440 40 6990u 140 sodudquom o 
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Finance (cont'd) 


7. Is a thorough Every Member Canvass conducted each year? No — — 
If yes, by mail or personal solicitation? Lf... Describe the 
training of the canvassers. _ None 

8. What other means/of fund raising or stewardship education are used? 

& bly N 2 k a enonci 

9. If this is a mission or aided parish, what is the potential for, self- 
support? 
E E MH OUS CETTE A DECRE 2) 
Dar RE A MM EE SEE C Ugo A 

10. Additional comments or information on finances: 
Church Enveloves issued to all com mnicent members with iner 
remlprity of usege. Endowment Fund increasing annuelly, — 1 

C. Travel: 

l. Does the priest have a car? Yeg 

2. By whom is the car purchased? Priest —X Congregation___Diocese__ 

3. How much is the annual operating expense of the car, omitting deprecia- 
tion? $ 900. 4. By whom is the operating expense paid? ss 

Rector — vith eid from travel allowance 
5. How much does the local congregation pay? $30. ner month 
6. 


Average number of miles travelei per month on church business .800 


e XI. CHRISTIAN EVANGELISM AND VISITATION 


A. 


B. 


Clergy pastoral calling during the past year by rector or vicar:** 


NUMBER OF CALLS PER WEEK 


TYPE OF CALL LOW AVERAGE HIGH \ 
l. Family or routine parish Lg 10. 12 
2. Sick or emergency EA POET 183 
3. Calls for other purposes JE ug: 33-1 
4. Time set aside for pastoral calling: 
2 hours per day & 2 evenings 

5. How do the clergy organize their parish calling? 

ick 1 ut FERN: r . i n A Mosel 
6. How do the clergy organize their calling on the unchurched and newcomers? 

> gh "Welcome Waron" l S 

Follow up new vorshinpers 

c i ol anito 

7. Time spent in pastoral counseling (average hours per week) Not schedules 


28 per need 


* Please give similar information, separately, for other clergy. 


Lay calling: 
1. Describe the Zone or Neighborhood Organization. 
suggested — but not ndonted by Vestry. 
2. Describe the program of lay pastoral visitation, including the 


number of participants and the time spent. 


3. Describe the program of lay evangelism (including the congre- 
gation's approach to newcomers and to the unchurched), giving the 
number of participants and the amount of time. 


5. Describe any religious census of the area made by the congregation 
itself or with other churches during the last ten years. 


none 


XII. COMMUNICATIONS 


A. What use is made of tne press: Weekly notices end occasional 


advertisements WE 


B. Rat use is made of radio and/or television? None 


C. ‘hat use is made of tne U.S. Mail? Monthly nublicetinn (St, Alban'g 


News) an? other sersonel announcerents an? special 


D. Describe the regular publications which are mailed or distributed, 
including Sunday bulletins, parish newsletters, etc. St. Alban's 


News (monthly bultetin), Sunday Pulletins to absentees ccersionolly 
Pasi LAS ets Pini nn 1 GUN cake Red ital iL M ird rar Nr ALS Fo 


E. How many church road signs are there? 1 


XIII. NEIGHBORHOOD OR COMMUNITY 


A. Is this congregation community-minded? Yes 


B. Describe the clergy participation in community affairs. Clerzy Club 


Youth Conservation Committee 


Chonlcincy, Cor unity Council 


of 5th Police District 
Lå DELE ERE MI SUIVI RE e kr E v eto x 
x_- o ccc MN E O, S.L o.c o LEM ERN 


C. Describe the participation of the congregation in community affairs. 


Pa Y 1 neci nri peals 


ee re 


D. Describe the general parish program for the community (including such 
church-sponsored programs as Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, etc.): 


Non 
A AA Ee I ER Å O EIN 
GENER SEE SOR or EEE Val A ES eM 


TET pers ek. EN REE NN ee 
E. List community organizations using the parish hall and its facilities: 


Mono 


e AO Is s 
¡ ú  á __ QA AAA A AS 


F. Describe the way in which the congregation cooperates with other religious 


bodies: 


Porticinntes in sumer union evening services. 
EA ec evening services. 1 


PARTICIPATION IN DIOCESAN AND NATIONAL CHURCH PROGRAMS: 
A. What offices do the clergy hold in the diocese, missionary district, or 


National Church? Member of Presentation Servico Com ittee 


B. What offices do the lay people hold in the diocese, missionary district, 


or National Church? None 


C. What diocesan or National Church programs have directly benefited this 


congregation? _Cornorate Cox union for Nen and Roys 


D. Describe the men's participation in diocesan programs: 


Corporate Co» union for Ven and Boys 


E. Describe the women's participation in diocesan program: 


u Er Noe qu er 
F. Describe youth participation in diocesan programs: _ 
None. ` E à 
G. Does this congregation pay its full Missionary .hare or „uota? Yes 
H. what percent of the congregation's tui; loss Zur missicnary work: Th 


— a. e 


A. List all paid personnel working for this congregation, giving title, 
function, and salary, and telling whether full or part-time. 


n 


ev. Robert I. Stetler, Rector, 55,400. full time 


Mrs. Vitgi S. Vissimer, Organist, 3900 nort time 
Mr. J. Pruce Freas, Sexton, 51,900. part time 
ETA A ECHOS T EL EL EN ERN M ESI 


B. Describe the use of volunteer personnel by this congregation. 
Composition ond publishing of St. Albon's News 


Preparation of Sunday Bulletins 


current maintenance of mailing list 


weelly services of choir mother 


— —— ———————————M————M— 


o XVI. FUTURE POLICY, PROGRAM, AND BUDGET 


A. 


In adopting a policy for an expanded program for this congregation, 

in order to vitalize its Christian witness to the community; to extend 
its outreach of Christian fellowship to all the unchurched; to in- 
crease initiative and responsibility for all members of the congrega- 
tion; to develop local financial resources with a view towards self- 
support and parochial status (if not already attained); and to further 
other essential advances, what are the immediate needs as to: 


l. Personnel: Port time secretary 


2. Buildings: of ize ari H nå Ling 


3. Equipment: _Rebuilding of orzan 


What are the major opportunities that face this congregation? 


What are the major problems that face this congregation? 


Poor public transportation on Sundays 


What program needs seem evident on the basis of this Study? 


What would be the approximate capital cost to meet these needs? 


K-30 


F. What would be the annual operating budget to maintain the program? 


G. What steps are now being taken locally to meet these needs and 
opportunities? 


H. What steps are now being taken by the diocese or district, or might be 
taken, to assist in meeting these needs and opportunities? 


I. Further data or comment on the general needs and problems of this 
congregation: 


The data in this report were furnished by the following committee: 


... NAME OCCUPATION NUMBER OF YEARS IN PARISH 
Grace Gidloy r Accounting Clerk 21 plus — 
ue K. Weich b: Hospitrl Surgice! Clerk less thon I 


Hrs. Mey Robinson — EN Cashier: — LET Jénr e T T 
liss lieurcen "obinson Secretary I yopra 
Miss Constenco Cressman —. Secretary 8 vears 

= Mpa, Dovid’ MeFaddan To Mi) aréied | —- 0 PI sug S 
Me. Uniph Purvis 


Date completed: 


10 
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REPORTED MEMBERSHIP FROM MAPS 


A total of 476 individuals were located on the 
membership map submitted by this parish. They are 
to be found in three Delaware County census tracts, 
13 Montgomery County census tracts, 34 census tracts 
in the City of Philadelphia, and nine individuals, 
representing 1.9% of the total, were reported living 
out of state. The six individuals in Delaware County 
represent 1.2% of the total, the 49 living in Montgomery 
County comprised 10.4% of the whole, while the 
412 in the City of Philadelphia make up 86.5% 
of the mapped membership. 


Census Tract 21-L, in which the church facilities 
are located, contains the largest number of mapped 
members. 


Details of the membership distribution may be 
seen on the following page. 
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REPORTED MEMBERSHIP AND FINANCIAL DATA FROM JOURNALS 


This portion of the Study concerns itself with 
the figures taken from the Journals of the Diocese. 
Statistics were gathered for every fifth year from 
1940 through 1960 and for the next three years 
thereafter. Details of these vital statistics 
may be seen on the special chart that follows this 
discussion. 


According to the figures in the Journal, the 
baptized membership of this congregation declined 
slowly from 1940 to 1962. From 1945 to 1955, there 
was a slight reversal of this decline, but in 1960 
it began again. From 1962 to 1963, there were a 
reported 107 baptized members added to the rolls 
of this parish. Since this figure does not fit the 
declining pattern, and since the communicants reported 
from 1962 to 1963 show a decline of five, parish 
leaders may wish to investigate to see whether the 
proper figure was reported to the Journal or printed 
therein. 


The communicants of the congregation were higher 
in 1940 than they have been since. The pattern has 
fluctuated through the years but has remained approximately 
the same since 1955. 


The church school enrollment, except for 1945, 
has remained within a few numbers of being the same 
throughout the years. 


From 1961 through 1963 there were 37 persons baptized 
and 11 persons presented for confirmation in this 
congregation. These figures represent 5.2% and 1.5% 
respectively of the communicant strength. Comparable 
figures are 3.9% and 4.1% for the Diocese of Pennsylvania 
and 5.5% and 5.8% respectively for the Episcopal Church 
nationally. 


It would appear that the level of baptisms in this 
parish is above the diocesan norm but the rate of 
confirmations is considerably below. 


From 1961 through 1963, the total reported 
expenditures at St. Alban's Church amounted to 
$37,279.00. Of this amount, $2,385.00, or 6.4%, 
was spent for work outside of the local congregation. 
This figure agrees closely with the 7% reported 
in the Church Self-Study Form on Page K-28 as 
the percent of the congregation's budget that goes 
for missionary work. In the Diocese of Pennsylvania 
this percentage is 14.9% for most Episcopal congregations. 


Expenditures per communicant during this three- 
year period amounted to $52.36 for the parish and 
$73.71 for the diocese. 


Extra-parochial expenditures per communicant 
during this time were $3.35 at St. Alban's and 
$10.45 for all Episcopal congregations in the Diocese 
of Pennsylvania. 


ÅRE 
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VITAL STATISTICS 


mus ST AL von (LOX BOROUGH 
comm PHIL ELPHI process PENNSYLV AN 


[uo | agus | 2950 | 19551 1960 | 1967 


Baptised 
Members 436| 350| $$! | 384 | 577 | 302 | 397 | 45% 
Percentage of 

rom vo] ef 7 | a | "|. fro] - | 


Percentage of 

amm | ou] 20] 90] er] 09 colo] — 
Parochial 

Expenditures 1 |3493|3,620|5,74b| 8,611 | 70,624| /0,326|/0-026| 14/09 
EAREN 

Expenditures 2 | 39) |2,727| 2821| 609 | n946 |,72Y | 593| 77 
Extra-parochial pi 

Expenditures 3 181 | sol 773| 607 | $35] 635| 760 | 970 

[77:29 BP E RS UAE a 
Expenditures 0651 6,39719,44019,724 |/2,/205]/2,6 921/7379 |/3, Z1 
ETC AUR 

per Communicant |/2 75 | 33.64] 4.04 | 40-76 | 58:11 5954/4741) 56.22 


Extra-parochial 
Expenditures JE 2.53| 2.23| 2,67 | 3.17 | ^?! 
Communicant 2.48 |3.38 


1 Includes clergy salary, current expense, pension premium, and Diocesan assessment. 
2 Special parish purposes, including capital expenditures. 


3 Includes Church's Program, special outside. 
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DATA ON THE CONGREGATION 


The Episcopal Census submitted by this congregation 
listed 240 persons on the age and sex chart. This 
number is only 52% of the reported baptized membership 
of this congregation. The Division of Research 
regrets that this number is too small to give a 
statistically valid picture of the congregation's 
characteristics. A minimum figure of 80% is necessary 
before conclusions can be drawn regarding the 
congregation's profile. To use less than this 
percentage as the basis upon which to draw conclusions 
could very easily allow an erroneous assumption to 
be drawn. 


The following is a tabulation of the data that 
were submitted. Of the 240 individuals reported on, 
101 were male and 139 were female. This total number 
included 29 children under 10 years of age, 37 older 
children and teen-agers, 28 adults in their 20's, 29 
adults in their 30's, 34 adults in their 40's, 48 adults 
in their 50's, 23 adults in their 60's, and 21 adults 
70 years of age and over. 


Of 247 occupations reported on, 133 were in a non- 
gainfully employed category. The total number included 
18 pre-students, 53 students, 52 housewives, 21 professional 
people, 11 managers, 23 clerical workers, six sales 
workers, 11 craftsmen, 26 semi-skilled workers, 10 
service workers, two laborers, nine retired persons, 
one unemployed, and four in the Armed Forces. 


Of 249 respondents, two said they were not baptized 
and 94 said they were not confirmed. 


Length of membership in this congregation was given 
ly 169 respondents, including 13 who had been at St. 
Alban's 50 years or more, nine from 40 to 50 years, 
nine from 30 to 40 years, six from 25 to 30 years, 
seven from 20 to 25 years, 20 from 15 to 20 years, 

35 from 10 to 15 years, 36 from five to 10 years, 

and 34 less than five years. It must be remembered that 
this latter category includes children under five years 
of age. 


JWT:sc 
PH038 
P.10 


The educational level of adults 25 years 
of age and over was requested in the census and 
there were 164 responses. This number included 
18 college graduates, 17 who had attended college, 


59 high school graduates, 39 who had attended high 
School,and 31 who had an elementary education. 


Of 255 places of birth reported on, 47 said 
they were born outside of the State of Pennsylvania 
including 11 born outside of the United States. 


Non-members of the Episcopal Church were 
asked to list a religious denomination if they 
had one. There were 26 replies. Included were 
11 Roman Catholics, six Lutherans, three Methodists, 
three Presbyterians, one Baptist, one Latter Day 
Saints', and one Other Christian. By way of 
contrast, present members of the Episcopal Church 
were asked to list a former religious affiliätion 
if one existed. This number included five 
Presbyterians, four Methodists, four Roman Catholics, 
two Lutherans, one Baptist, one Congregationalist, 
and one Orthodox. It is interesting, if not 
significant, to note that this category contains 
less than the one ahead of it. 


Nationality background was given by 139 respondents. 


The group included 88 Anglo-Saxons, 46 Northern 
Europeans, four Southern Europeans, and one of 
Russian or Slavic origin. 


There were 98 families or individuals who reported 


on the distance they lived from the church. A 
breakdown shows that 43 lived within one mile of the 
church facilities, 22 lived from one to two miles 
away, 10 from two to three miles, eight from three 

to four miles, and 15 resided four miles or more away. 


ÄX-3 
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Travel time to reach the church was given 
by 97 respondents including 29 who needed less than 
10 minutes, 50 who required from 10 to 20 minutes, 
eight who said it took them 20 to 30 minutes, 
and 10 who reported needing 30 minutes or more 
to reach St. Alban's. 


Information regarding home ownership was 
requested in this census and there were 95 families 
or individuals who responded. There were 73 who 
said they either owned or were buying their own 
homes, and 32 who said they were not. There were 
49 single-family units reported, 21 duplexes, 22 
apartments lived in, two rooming houses, and one 
institution. The age of 72 of these residences 
was given, and 26 were built before 1920, 28 
were erected between 1920 and 1950, 13 were built 
between 1950 and 1960, and five had been erected 
since 1960. 


a ING ERE 
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DISCUSSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 


ST. ALBAN'S CHURCH, Roxborough, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Although St. Alban's parish has remained at 
the same relative communicant strength for the 
past two decades, there are areas of opportunity 
to be found in the expanding population of the 
community. New homes and apartments are being 
built in sections surrounding the church, and a 
concentrated effort on the part of the parish could 
bring about an increase in membership and in com- 
munity outreach. 


The current improvement of parish house 
facilities will provide further opportunities for 
this congregation to be of greater service to its 
community. 


It is recommended that a special parish study 
committee be appointed to receive this Survey 
report and use it as a first step in the develop- 
ment of a five-year program and goal for the parish. 
Such a committee should include both male and female 
representatives from all aspects of the congrega- 
tion. No one person or group should dominate. If 
found advisable, this parish study group could continue 
as a Parish Council, or committee of advice. 


One of the primary steps to be taken should 
be a re-examination of the purpose of the parish 
and of the message that it has for the community 
of Roxborough. All parish organizations and 
groups should be evaluated in terms of this purpose 
and message, and where such a group or program is 
found no longer to be germane, it should be gracefully 
retired with appreciation for past service. Data 
submitted in this Survey indicate that there is a 


m Te SEE O uw or v TU nett CU = edge mw AA FF 
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PH-38 top-heavy amount of time and money being spent 
JWT / sk on serving the members of the congregation. 
2 There is opportunity here to begin building a 


philosophy of concern and outreach beyond the 
membership of the congregation. 


According to the figures submitted in the 
Church Self-Study Form, pledges per communicant 
in this congregation amount to $24.64. It is also 
reported that no Every Member Canvass is conducted. 
A comparatively low level of participation in 
activities by members of the congregation is also 
noted. These and other factors reveal the 
necessity for a long-range stewardship education 
program. Members of St. Alban's should come to 
understand that their giving is an intregal part 
of their worship. The setting aside of a certain 
percentage of income, looking to a 10% tithe, is 
part of the Christian's understanding of his 
relation to God and this world. As members of the 
congregation come to understand their stewardship, 
there will no longer be the dire necessity for parish 
groups to raise money and this activity can then be 
decreased or converted to some purpose outside of local 
needs. 


With the increase in multiple-family dwellings in 
the area, a program of tay calling and evangelism 
could profitably be developed. Such a program is not 
the sole responsibility of the rector. Many parishes 
find that a zone structure or organization is useful 
and such could be the case in this parish. At the 
present time there is no formal plan or program for 
calling on newcomers,except that of the rector. This 
probably means that lay calling is either haphazard 
or non-existent.  Newcomers moving into the parish 


should be called on by lay people within two weeks. 


gr 
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This call should be for the purpose of extending 

a sincere welcome to the community, a friendly 
offer of help in locating community shops and 
services, and an informal and simple invitation 

to come to St. Alban's if there is no other strong 
religious preference. This visit should be in 
addition to any that the rector of the parish may 
make. The locating of newcomers can be done through 
community sources and the scheduling of who is 

to call on them should be part of the zone organi- 
zation. The future growth of this congregation 
could be markedly increased by an extensive calling 
program by lay people. 


St. Alban's Parish has much to offer and much 
to gain by increasing its participation in diocesan 
programs and activities. As the diocese moves 
ahead under a new bishop, men and women of the con- 
gregation should be informed and aware of what is 
going on and should, in increasing numbers, share 
in the work being undertaken, as the opportunity 
presents itself. 


The Church Self-Study Form reports that this 
congregation is community-minded. It is to be noted, 
however, that there is no general church program 
for the community and that no community organizations 
use the facilities of the church. In cooperation 
with other congregations of the area a study could 
be made of the basic needs in the region, and the 
congregation could then adopt one of these and aid 
in its fulfillment. Welfare workers, police personnel, 
and juvenile judges are good sources for finding out 
the needs of a community. 


see 
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The Survey shows that there are opportunities 
for growth and for service to others all around St. 
Alban's Church. Whether or not these opportunities 
are seized will depend upon the commitment and 
devotion of the lay men and women of this church. 
St. Alban's Church can increase its membership if 
it wishes to, but more important, it can serve its 
community in significant ways and thus aid in the 
redeeming of the world that God so loved. 


